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PASS AGRICULTURE FOR SECRETARY BERGLAND AND ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY HATHAWAY 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: FAO, UN, EAGR 

SUB J : PARTICIPATION OF TOP U.S. AGRICULTURE OFFICIALS IN MAJOR 
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE MEETINGS 

1 . IN MY COUNRTESY CALL ON FAO DIRECTOR-GENERAL SAOUMA 
APRIL 18, SAOUMA SAID HE HAD PARTICULARLY ENJOYED HIS 
MEETING WITH SECRETARY BERGLAND RECENTLY IN WASHINTON, 
AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT SECRETARY BERGLAND WOULD BE ABLE 
TO COME TO ROME TO PARTICIPATE IN AN IMPORTANT CONFERENCE. 

2. SAOUMA MADE THIS SUGGESTION IN THE CONTEXT OF URGING 
THE UNITED STATES TO CONTINUE TO TAKE A POSITIVE APPROACH 
TO WORLD FOOD PROBLEMS, AND TO TAKE INITIATIVES AND SUPPORT 
SAOUMA'S INITIATIVES WHEREVER POSSIBLE. 

3. SUBSEQUENTLY WE HAVE LEARNED THROUGH TELEPHONE CALLS 
WITH DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND AGRICULTURE THAT SECRETARY 
BERGLAND HAS AGREED TO ATTEND THE MINISTERIAL LEVEL WORLD 
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FOOD COUNCIL MEETING IN MANILA JUNE 20-23. WE UNDERSTAND 
ALSO THAT ASSISTANT SECRETARY DALE HATHAWAY, WHO IS WELL 
KNOWN AND HIGHLY REGARDED HERE, PLANS TO ATTEND BOTH 
THE FAO COUNCIL MEETING OF JUNE 6-17, AND THE WORLD 
FOOD COUNCIL MEETING IN MANILA. 

4. COMMENT: I BELIEVE THAT HIGH-LEVEL DEPARTMENT OF 
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AGRICULTURE REPRESENTATION IN IMPORTANT FOOD AND AGRI- 
CULTURE MEETINGS WOULD MAKE A HIGHLY FAVORABLE IMPRES- 
SION ON OTHER COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY THE DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES. ATTENDANCE OF THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL MANILA 
MEETING BY SECRETARY BERGLAND IS AN EXCELLENT MOVE IN 
THIS DIRECTION. THE FAO COUNCIL JUNE MEETING IS NOT A 
MINITERIAL LEVEL MEETING, I HOPE SECRETARY BERGLAND 
MAY BE ABLE TO ATTEND THE FAO CONFERENCE HERE IN NOVEM- 
BER. FOR OTHER MEETINGS OF IMPORTANCE, I URGE GENERALLY 
THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT TRY TO SEND AS HIGH RANKING 
OFFICIALS OF THE NEW ADMINISTRATION AS APPROPRIATE TO 
THE MEETINGS, TO ENUNCIATE AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE THE 
POLICIES OF THE NEW ADMINISTRATION. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: I WOULD APPRECIATE OFFICIAL CON- 
FIRMATION THAT SECRETARY BERGLAND WILL ATTEND THE MANILA 
WORLD FOOD COUNCIL MEETING. WHEN CONVEYING THIS TO 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL SAOUMA, I WOULD LIKE TO TELL HIM ALSO 
THAT SECRETARY BERGLAND ALSO PLANS TO ATTEND THE FAO 
CONFERENCE IN NOVEMBER, AND WILL INCLUDE ROME IF HE 
SHOULD VISIT EUROPE MEANWHILE, AND THAT ASSISTANT SECRE- 
TARY HATHAWAY PLANS TO ATTEND THE FAO COUNCIL MEETING.GARDNER 
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